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This also led to the emergence of director-oriented films. The most noted among such
directors was Gudavalli Ramabrahmam (1898-1946), a freedom fighter and journalist. He
founded 'Sarathi Films'. His picture, 'Mala Pilla' (1938), in which a brahmin youth weds an
'untouchable' girl, created a sensation. Kanchanamala played the title role. A veteran stage
actor, Dr.Govindarajula Subba Rao, donned the role of the young man's father and gave a
memorable performance. Kanchanamala became a glamourous star overnight. Ramabrahmam,
known for his aesthetic sensibility, incorporated some of the lyrics of Basavaraju Appa Rao,
a well-known romantic poet, at appropriate places in the film. Bhimavarapu Narasimha Rao
(popular as BNR) scored music for the film.
Ramabrahmam continued his career as a director through 'Rythu Bidda' (1939), 'Patni'
(1942) and 'Pantulamma'(1943). 'Rythu Bidda' dealt with the conditions of farmers under
the Zamindari system and featured Bellary Raghava. 'Patni' was based on the Tamil classic
Silappadigaram and featured Kannamba. 'Pantulamma' exposed the corruption in municipal
administration. He planned 'Palnati YuddhanV based on an event from the Andhra history
in which brothers fought among themselves for supremacy. It is said that he chose this
particular subject as an eye-opener for the Hindus and Muslims then clashing with each other.
He died during the production of this film.
Of equal significance is H.M.Reddy's 'Grihalakshmi' produced in the same year (1938)
under his banner 'Rohini films' with the social evil of drinking as its major theme. B.N.Reddy
and K,V.Reddy who were to become major directors in later years worked as assistants to
H.M.Reddy in the making of this film. It is through this successful film, that Chittoor V. Nagaiah,
the veteran singer-music director, actor, director and producer was introduced to the field.
H.M.Reddy entered the industry in Bombay as a 'reflector-boy1 and rose to become a director.
Among the other talkies that he directed are Usha (Hindi), 'Draupadi VastrapaharananY (1936),
'Bondam Pelli',(1940), Tenali Ramakrishna1 (1941), 'Satyame jayam1 (1942) and 'Nirdoshi'(1951).
A major event of the period was the establishment of Vauhini films' by B.N.Reddy,
Ramanath and Sekhar. They also founded the Vauhini Studios. Vauhini' played a significant
role In raising the standards of production, technical competence and the general quality of
the films. It also brought to the fore the talents of many a technician and artist. Every film
made under their banner was popular both with the general public and the perceptive critics.
During 1939-46, Vauhini' released Vandemataram' (1939) on unemployment, 'Suman-
gali'(1940) on problems of the widows in society, 'Devata*(l941), 'Bhakta Potana' (1942), and
'Swarga seema; (1945). These films directed by B.N.Reddy and K.V.Reddy have become
milestones in the industry. When the situation with the World War II became grave, the then
Government imposed a limit of 11,000 feet on the length of any film. This was a blessing in
disguise as it held a challenge for the directors to produce well-knit and compact films within
the limit. B.N. Reddy's 'Swarga Seema'; was one of the best pictures made within the limit
and was the first Telugu film to be screened at a foreign festival (Vietnam). B.N.Reddy carved